ABTL CLE Program - April 14, 2026
Summary of Panelists’ Recommendations  


1. To preserve a proper record for appeal, trial objections must be timely, clear, and actually put on the record.
2. Notwithstanding #1, don’t necessarily object just because you can.  Assess whether your objection really matters or simply makes you look prone to complaining.
3. Objections (and the attendant messiness) at trial can sometimes be avoided with careful pretrial work, including use of the court’s time and exchange of materials before openings, closings etc. 
4. Closing arguments have wide latitude but also clear boundaries - Lawyers cannot vouch personally, attack witnesses unfairly, or imply the judge supports their position; doing so risks curative instructions or misconduct findings.
.
5. On direct examination, anticipate potential objections and be prepared to respond quickly and efficiently.  For example, when presenting an expert witness, you should be able to respond immediately to a “beyond the scope” objection by citing the specific page or paragraph in the expert’s report where the opinion was disclosed.




