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BACKGROUND 

United States District Judge Alicemarie H. Stotler grew up in the Los Angeles area and 
earned her undergraduate degree from USC in 1964.  Judge Stotler then obtained her law degree 
from USC’s School of Law in 1967.  After several years as a deputy district attorney in Orange 
County, Judge Stotler started her own criminal defense firm in Orange County with her husband, 
James Allen Stotler (now a Superior Court Judge in Orange County).  In 1976, Governor Jerry 
Brown appointed Judge Stotler to the Newport Beach Municipal Court.  Two years later, 
Governor Brown appointed her to the Orange County Superior Court, where she served for six 
years.  In 1984, President Ronald Reagan appointed Judge Stotler to the United States District 
Court for the Central District of California, where she now serves as Chief Judge.  She maintains 
her chambers in Santa Ana.   

Judge Stotler has been a member of the Executive Committee of the Ninth Circuit 
Judicial Conference, the Federal Judges Association (as both its Director and Vice President), the 
ABA National Conference of Federal Trial Judges, the Ninth Circuit Jury Committee, and the 
California Judges Foundation (as both its Secretary-Treasurer and President).  Judge Stotler is 
also a member of the American Bar Association, the American Law Institute, the American 
Judicature Society, the National Association of Women Judges, and the United States Supreme 
Court Historical Society.     
GENERAL PRACTICE TIPS 

• Judge Stotler expects all counsel to be very familiar with the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure and Evidence, the Central District’s Local Rules, and her own Procedures and 
Schedules (available on the Court’s website). 
 

• Judge Stotler conducts herself in a business-like manner on the bench, and she expects 
the same of counsel appearing before her.  She takes her role in the legal process very 
seriously.  Judge Stotler is especially sensitive about wasting the jury’s time. 
 

• Judge Stotler advises young lawyers that it’s acceptable to let their “novice status” show.  
Most judges understand that young lawyers will be nervous and overly eager; these 
things are merely signals that a young lawyer cares about his or her case. 
 

• NEVER argue with the judge.  Nonetheless, don’t be afraid to engage in a dialogue with 
the court. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Ex Parte Applications 

• What problems do you most often encounter with ex parte applications? 

Judge Stotler generally advises litigants to avoid ex parte applications because most of 
the issues are not sufficiently urgent.  In other words, most ex parte applications can wait 
and should instead be brought as formally noticed motions.  The most common problem 
is failure to apprise the Court of opposing counsel’s position on the matter. 

• What general advice do you have for attorneys regarding ex parte applications? 

If litigants bring ex parte requests, they must comply with the Central District’s Local 
Rules by, among other things, notifying the other side and stating that party’s position in 
the application. 

• Given the expedited nature of these requests, Judge Stotler advises that litigants must 
seek to “strike a proper balance” between not enough content to put the issues in context, 
and too much content so as to overwhelm the judge with irrelevant information. 
 

• Judge Stotler also reminds litigants that ex parte requests must be accompanied by a 
suitable proposed order—meaning an order that sets forth with specificity the relief to be 
granted by the court.  
 

• As outlined in Judge Stotler’s Procedures and Schedules, parties must notify the Court 
Clerk of an ex parte application, and the Clerk may hold the application for an 
opposition.  The application will be submitted on the papers unless otherwise scheduled 
by the Court. 

Pretrial 

• Do you have any law and motion pet peeves? 

Judge Stotler does not have any specific law and motion pet peeves.  She did mention as 
an example, however, that litigants in federal question cases often waste the Court’s time 
by failing to focus on the federal question(s) presented—the basis of the Court’s 
jurisdiction—and instead spending the majority of their briefs discussing issues of state 
law. 

• What are your thoughts on the use of 28 U.S.C. § 455 to disqualify a judge? 

Judge Stotler feels that the case law on disqualifications has been parsimonious.  Pursuant 
to the Court’s General Order, other judges handle these challenges, usually on the papers, 
and the challenges are usually unsuccessful.  The judge being challenged is not permitted 
to see the papers.  

• Do you generally issue tentative rulings?  
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Judge Stotler often issues detailed tentative rulings. 

• What is your willingness to engage in alternate procedures for motion practice? 

Judge Stotler would be open to alternate motion practice procedures, but the parties 
would first need to convince her that such procedures would be an effective use of the 
Court’s time.  The parties should raise any such proposals in the motion papers 
themselves. 

• In what situations are you likely or unlikely to grant a continuance? 

Judge Stotler would not ordinarily be inclined to grant a trial continuance in cases that are 
among the oldest of the ready cases on her docket.  Nonetheless, Judge Stotler explained 
that her status as Chief Judge has made her more inclined to let cases linger a bit longer if 
they involve protracted proceedings. 

• What are your views on the use of motions to dismiss under Rule 12(b)(6)? 

Until very recently, Judge Stotler viewed Rule 12(b)(6) motions as little more than an 
opportunity to educate a plaintiff about how to assert his or her legal claims; in other 
words, these motions tended to be a waste of time because they were routinely granted 
with leave to amend.  But the Supreme Court’s decision in Bell Atlantic Corp. v. 
Twombly, 127 S. Ct. 1955 (2007), appears to have changed that.  The bench and bar are 
taking a much harder look at 12(b)(6) motions and the pleading requirements of the 
federal rules. 

• What are your thoughts on motions for summary judgment?  What advice do you have 
for attorneys who plan to seek summary judgment in your court? 

A moving party must hit hard on what is lacking in his or her adversary’s case.  
Conversely, a party opposing summary judgment should point out, up front, all the 
evidence that creates a genuine issue of material fact to defeat the motion. 

Judge Stotler greatly appreciates a 1–2 page introduction that tells the story of the entire 
case and summarizes why that party should prevail.  

Judge Stotler feels that, during oral argument, moving parties almost uniformly fail to 
take advantage of the “Statement of Uncontroverted Facts and Conclusions of Law,” 
which must be lodged with the Court in accordance with Local Rule 56-1.  Moving 
parties should refer to this document during the summary judgment hearing, which can 
focus the Court’s attention on the pertinent issues for ruling on that motion. 

 

• What general advice do you have for attorneys regarding written briefs?  What problems 
do you most often encounter with written briefs? 

Avoid misstatements of the law or the facts.   

• What general advice do you have for attorneys regarding oral argument?  Are there any 
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particular mistakes that attorneys make during oral argument? 

Be punctual.  Mind your diction and enunciation.  Know when to stop talking. 

Judge Stotler likes to be reminded by counsel of the salient features of why a motion 
should succeed or fail.  She loves to hear why “the case law is on our side”—and by that 
she means the decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court or the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Trial 

• What are your views on the use of trial briefs?  Do you require them?  If not, are there 
circumstances in which you appreciate them? 

Trial briefs are not required by the Local Rules, and Judge Stotler does not require them 
either.  That said, she always reads them when submitted, and especially appreciates trial 
briefs in complicated matters (ERISA, for example.) 

• Do you allow speaking objections during trial? 

Absolutely not.  Judge Stotler also discourages the use of sidebar conferences to argue 
evidentiary disputes.  Judge Stotler prefers to address more complicated evidentiary 
matters entirely outside of the jury’s presence, during breaks. 

• What are your views on the use of technology in the courtroom? 

Judge Stotler is open to the use of technology in the courtroom, and believes that flat-
screen monitors and ELMO overhead projector devices are available in the Central 
District’s courtrooms.  Wireless internet connections, however, are not.  

• Do you have any general advice for attorneys regarding opening statements or closing 
statements?  Are there common problems you see with opening and closing statements? 

Opening:  Judge Stotler advises attorneys not to include too may details in their opening 
statements—it tends to dilute the message.  Judge Stotler allows attorneys to use 
demonstrative evidence if prepared in advance (e.g., don’t fill out a chart as you are 
making your opening statement). 

Closing:  Attorneys can make mistakes by not applying the facts to legal principles; by 
inserting their own beliefs; and through needless repetition.  Judge Stotler also warns 
attorneys not to call jurors by their names or attempt to make the case personal for the 
jurors. 

Whenever attorneys appear before Judge Stotler, they are strongly advised never to strike 
the lectern for emphasis, and not to enter the well unless they first obtain permission. 

• Do you have any general advice for attorneys regarding examination of witnesses?  Are 
there common problems you see with witness examinations? 

Avoid unnecessary facial expressions. 
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