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— Kim Taylor, CEO and President, JAMS

The beauty of mediation 
is that it gets people
out of conflict so they 
can move on with
their lives. 

475+
Neutrals

10,000+
Mediations annually

JAMS is the way forward
For more than four decades, we’ve pioneered custom mediation to fit 
every matter and every client. Our neutrals bring unmatched experience 
finding common ground to help parties move forward with confidence.

Find a mediator at jamsadr.com.

BACK to Inside this issue

https://www.jamsadr.com/sandiego
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER:

ABTL San Diego, 2025
By Jenny L. Dixon
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Jenny L.  Dixon

2025 has been a productive year for our Chapter. Our 
programming was varied and resonated with our 
membership, and our Annual Charity event in November 
successfully raised $2800 for the ABTL San Diego Mock 
Trial Program. We hosted the Joint Board Retreat in 
Coronado in May and are well into planning for the 52nd 
Annual Seminar, which we will host at the Park Hyatt 
Aviara in Carlsbad from October 7-11, 2026.

Our devoted members and supporting sponsors are 
what have made this year a success! Many thanks to:

•	 PLATINUM - JAMS, Judicate West,  
and Signature Resolution

•	 GOLD - ADR Services, Inc., Esquire Deposition 
Solutions, and Steno 

•	 SILVER - Ankura, Bill VanDeWeghe, and Consilio
•	 DRINKS - Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP (Q1 & Q2);  

Aptus (Q3); and Shustak Reynolds & Partners (Q4)
•	 JUDICIAL MIXER TACO CART - ADR Services, Inc.
•	 PRESIDENT’S RAFFLE DONORS

As my presidency comes to a close, my overwhelming 
emotion is gratitude for being part of this wonderful 
organization. What started as a way to feel connected 
to my local legal community after my return to San 
Diego became so much more over the years. Yes, I found 
professional growth through business networking and 
referrals, but I also found friends, mentors, courage to 
tackle new challenges, and a way to give back to the 
community. What made this possible? Our incredible 
members!

For 2026, I am confident that ABTL San Diego will continue 
to grow and have exciting programming. Your ideas and 
connections are the foundation for our dinners, brown 
bags, and specialty MCLE lunches! 

Here are some ideas on how to give back  
to ABTL San Diego in 2026: 

•	 Commit to bringing a nonmember to our events to 
spread the word about ABTL

•	 Level up and become a Board of Governors firm.
•	 Offer to assist at an event or committee
•	 Encourage a younger attorney to join the Lawyers 

Development Committee (LDC)
•	 Lori’s favorite, write articles for our Quarterly Report

And speaking of Lori McElroy, our chapter is indebted to 
you for your hard work, crisis management, and ebullient 
personality. We would not run as smoothly without you 
and your wonderful outlook. 

Gratefully,

Jenny L. Dixon is a partner at Hahn Loeser & Parks.
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This year our 51st Annual Seminar was held at the beautiful 
Wailea Resort in Maui, Hawaii. After a welcome to the 
conference with leis and mai tais, the attendees enjoyed a 
sunset dinner on the water’s edge.

The theme of the seminar was Strategic Litigation: Protecting 
Clients in a High-Stakes, High-Profile Disputes. The program 
worked through the life of a trade secret misappropriation 
and breach of contract dispute between an Orange County 
audiology and speech therapy group and its former employee 
and her new employer. 

Our San Diego Chapter was well represented in a range of 
panels. I had the pleasure of participating the first panel titled 
“Elementary, My Dear Watson: Pre-Filing Detective Work and 
Case Preparation,” where we discussed key considerations 
for framing your case, collecting documents, conducting 
early witness interviews, and working with forensics experts 
to investigate and preserve electronic evidence. One of the 
highlights for me in participating in this panel was getting to 
collaborate with and know members from the Orange County 
and Los Angeles Chapters.

On day two, Rachael K. Kelley of Burton Kelley moderated a 
panel titled “Discovery in the Fast Lane: Strategy, Speed, and 
Substance.” The Honorable Erick L. Larsh of the Orange County 
Superior Court provided an overview of the Informal Discovery 
Conference (“IDC”) process. He discussed how the increasing 
caseloads in unlimited civil cases has impacted the wait times 
for law and motion hearings—he himself hears approximately 
2.21 motions per day. Thus, the Orange County Superior Court 
has a designated IDC Court, which holds 15 IDCs per day and 
hears any subsequent discovery motion that is not resolved 
following the IDC. San Diego Judicial Board Member, the 
Honorable Allison H. Goddard of the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of California then explained the process 
in the Southern District and the benefit of faster track for 
resolution of informal discovery dispute. 

San Diego Board of Governors Members Eric J. Beste of Barnes 
& Thornburg LLP and Christian G. Andreau-von Euw of the 
Business Litigation Group PC advocated for their respective 
clients in a mock IDC on an ex parte for expedited discovery 
seeking (1) a protective order, (2) evidence preservation, (3) 
appointment of a special master, (4) forensic discovery, and (5) 

deposition of the former employee. Our members displayed 
the professionalism and excellence in their presentation.

On the final day, the Honorable Linda Lopez of the U.S. 
District Court in the Southern District of California acted as 
both presiding judge and a witness in a mock hearing for 
preliminary injunction in the trade secret dispute. Judge 
Lopez brought professionalism and wit to the presentation, 
which included testimony from the parties and excellent oral 
advocacy from the panelists.

The keynote address from Heidi Ho, the Executive Director 
of Pono Legal, and Keanu Lau Hee, the Senior Director of 
the Hawaii Community Foundation, provided compelling 
insight into the unique challenges faced by locals following 
devastating wildfires on Maui in August 2023. Heartbroken 
by the losses to their community -- lives, homes, businesses, 
and historic landmarks-- Heidi Ho founded a non-profit 
organization Pono Legal. (PONO stands for Pro bono 
Organization for Native ‘Ohana.) Pono Legal actively works 
with the community to assist with disaster-related legal issues 
including housing, employment, estate planning, insurance, 
and navigating claims processes for public benefits. Our 
members in attendance were moved by their speech and 
several have looked for ways to support their efforts. For more 
information on Pono Legal or to donate, visit https://www.
ponolegal.org/.

As usual, the Annual Seminar provided us with a chance to 
learn, relax, and spend time getting to know members of this 
great organization (and some of their families). Looking forward 
to next year’s Annual Seminar where San Diego is the host 
Chapter! Mark your calendars for October 8th to 11th, 2026 at 
the Park Hyatt Aviara in Carlsbad, California.

Anne Wilson is a shareholder at Duckor Metzger & 
Wynne, APLC Shareholder. Anne is an ABTL Board 
of Governor’s member and ABTL’S newest officer 
voted in as 2026 Secretary.

BACK to Inside this issue

Continued on page 5

51st Annual Seminar 
Wailea Resort in Maui, Hawaii
By Anne Wilson
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Annual Seminar | Continued from page 4

BACK to Inside this issue

SAN DIEGO 
WAS WELL REPRESENTED!

Anne Wilson

Christian  
Andreau-von Euw Eric Beste

Hon. Allison Goddard Rachael Kelley

Hon. Linda Lopez
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REDROMAN CREATIVE

619.772.3335 | redromancreative@gmail.com

MARKETING | TRIAL GRAPHICS | PRESENTATIONS

Simplicity
Eliminate the unnecessary,

so that the necessary may speak.

Bay Mitchell, Director - Complex Litigation & Strategic Partnerships
bay.mitchell@esquiresolutions.com | Mobile: 619.517.0240

WE BELIEVE IN DOING DEPOSITIONS ONE WAY. THE RIGHT WAY.

With 41 locations across the country and complete 
international coverage, we’ll get your deposition right 
anywhere from Cairo, Egypt, to Cairo, Georgia.  

For you, it’s less stress. Our better approach to 
deposition management means a better outcome for 
your case. Come see how we do depositions differently.

Esquire is a Proud Sponsor of ABTL

scheduling@esquiresolutions.com  |  www.esquiresolutions.com  |  800.211.DEPO

http://redromancreative.com
http://www.esquiresolutions.com
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Signature Resolution is a proud 
supporter of the Association of 
Business Trial Lawyers.

BACK to Inside this issue

https://www.signatureresolution.com
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2025 | ABTL Year in Review

Q1
BILL OXLEY  
& MEHAN KELLY

Q2
MCDONALD’S,  
BAE SYSTEMS,  
GE VERNOVA,  
AMGEN

Q3
CYNTHIA  
TOBISMAN

FEB 4

APR 8

AUG 20
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ABTL’s Annual Mock Trial Q4 Charity Event

BACK to Inside this issue

1ST
CHAPMAN  
UNIVERSITY

2ND
CALIFORNIA 
WESTERN

NOV 12
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2026 ABTL 
President,  
Jon Brick

L to R: Ryan Simone, Dzvinka McKie, & Jared Paulson - THANK YOU for your assistance!

PRESIDENT’S BOTTLE RAFFLE

1ST
CHAPMAN  
UNIVERSITY

2ND
CALIFORNIA 
WESTERN

Photography by c.dobbs487@gmail.com

mailto:%20c.dobbs487%40gmail.com?subject=Photo%20reference%20from%20ABTL
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“LITIGATION IS FUN AND A 
GREAT USE OF TIME AND MONEY”

...said no client, ever!  

LET’S GET THAT CASE SETTLED

bvandeweghe@jamsadr.com | 619.540.0627

http://steno.com
mailto:bvandeweghe%40jamsadr.com?subject=referral%20from%20ABTL
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http://ankura.com
http://consilio.com
http://www.dmwplc.com
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Association of Business Trial Lawyers – San Diego
2025 Officers and Board Members

Officers
President —  

Jenny Dixon, Hahn Loeser & Parks

Vice President —  
Jon Brick, Schulz Brick & Rogaski

Treasurer —  
Dave Lichtenstein, Caldarelli Hejmanowski Page & Leer

Secretary— 
Dan Gunning, Wilson Turner Kosmo

Judicial Board of Governors
2023-2025

San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Marcella McLaughlin
United States Bankruptcy Court, SDCA | Hon. Margaret Mann
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Marilyn Huff 
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Janis Sammartino

2024-2026        
San Diego County Superior Court | Hon. Katherine A. Bacal
San Diego County Superior Court | Hon. Carolyn Caietti
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Allison H. Goddard

2025-2027        
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Rachel Jensen
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Timothy Taylor
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Michael Berg
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Linda Lopez

Board of Governors
2023-2025

Barnes & Thornburg LLP | Eric Beste
Burton Kelley, LLP | Rachael Kelley
Duckor Spradling Metzger Wynne | Anne Wilson
Fitzgerald Knaier LLP | Robert Knaier
Franklin Soto Leeds | Cheryl Dunn Soto
Greeley Thompson LLP | David M. Greeley, Esq.
Jones Day | Kelly O’Donnell
Kirby & Kirby | Jason Kirby
Klinedinst | Phil Stephen
Mintz | Randy Jones
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP | Callie Bjurstrom
Rosing Pott & Strohbehn | Amy Chambers
Seltzer Caplan McMahon & Vitek | Andrea Myers
Sheppard Mullin | Benjamin Brooks
Wilson Turner Kosmo | Dan Gunning

2024-2026        
Allen Matkins | Joe McGeady
Buchalter | Ryan Caplan
Caldarelli Hejmanowski Page Leer LLP | David Lichtenstein
DLA Piper | Mary Dollarhide
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP | Jenny L. Dixon
Johnson Fistel | Kristen O’Connor
Knobbe Martens | Ben Anger
Manatt Phelps & Phillips, LLP | Randy Grossman
Morrison & Foerster LLP | Drew Alan Hillier
Shustak Reynolds and Partners | Joseph Mellano
ViaSat | Colin L. Ward
Wilson Elser | Sarena Kustic

2025-2027        
Casey Gerry | Katie McBain
Fox Law, APC | Brett Norris
Procopio Cory Hargreaves and Savitch | Rebecca Reed
Robberson Schroedter | Maggie Schroedter
Robbins Geller Rudman and Dowd | Sam Sheldon
Schulz, Brick & Rogaski | Jon Brick
SDGE | Raul Olamendi Smith The Business Litigation Group, 
P.C. | Christian Andreu-von Euw

BACK to Inside this issue
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Association of Business Trial Lawyers – San Diego
2025 judicial Advisory Board, Past Presidents, and Committee Chairs

Dinner Programs  
Anne Wilson, chair
Ryan Caplan, vice chair
James Crosby, vice chair

Annual Seminar 
Rachael Kelley, chair

Membership 
Colin L. Ward, chair
Tess Esqueda, vice chair
David Greeley, vice chair

Sponsor Relations
Christian Andreau von-Euw, chair
Ivana Torres, vice chair

Judicial Advisory Board
Hon. Marcella McLaughlin, chair
Hon. Michael Smyth, vice chair

Leadership Development 
Committee
Vivian Torres, chair
Dzvinka McKie, vice chair

Specialty MCLE Lunches 
Brittany Salamin, chair
Drew Alan Hillier, vice chair

Community Outreach
Hon. Linda Lopez, chair
Joe McGeady , vice chair

Bi-Annual Trial Skills  
Seminar
Frank Johnson, chair
Sarena Kustic, vice chair

Mock Trial
Paul Belva (LDC), chair
Caitlin Macker, vice chair

The ABTL Report
Lori McElroy, design
Cheryl Soto, editor
Katie McBain, editor

Past Presidents
Mark C. Mazzarella, 1992-1994
Michael Duckor, 1994-1996
Peter H. Benzian, 1997
Hon. Ronald L. Styn, 1998
Claudette G. Wilson, 1999
Meryl L. Young, 2000
Alan Schulman, 2001
Howard E. Susman, 2002
Hon. J. Richard Haden, 2003
Frederick W. Kosmo, Jr., 2004
Charles V. Berwanger, 2005
Hon. Maureen F. Hallahan, 2006
Hon. Jan M. Adler, 2007
Robin A. Wofford, 2008
Edward M. Gergosian, 2009
Mark C. Zebrowski, 2010
Anna F. Roppo, 2011
Hon. M. Margaret McKeown, 2012
Rich Gluck, 2013
Marisa Janine-Page, 2014
Jack R. Leer, 2015
Brian A. Foster, 2016
Paul A. Tyrell, 2017
Michelle L. Burton, 2018
Randy Grossman, 2019
Alan Mansfield, 2020
Rebecca Fortune, 2021
Hon. Lorna Alksne (Ret.), 2022
Paul Reynolds, 2023
Andrea Myers, 2024

www.abtl.org/sandiego

BACK to Inside this issue

Judicial Advisory Board
2023-2025

San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Blaine Bowman
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Ronald Frazier
San Diego Superior Court | Judge John Meyer
San Diego Superior Court | Judge Victor Pippins
U.S. District Court | Hon. Andrew Schopler
ADR | Hon. Charles Hayes (Ret.)
JAMS | Hon. Lorna Alksne (Ret.)
Judicate West | Hon. Timothy Casserly (Ret.)
Judicate West | Hon. Steve Denton (Ret)       
Judicate West | Hon. Joan Lewis (Ret.)
Judicate West | Hon. Ronald Prager (Ret.)
Signature Resolution | Hon. Kenneth So (Ret.)

2024-2026        
Fourth District Court of Appeal | Justice William Dato
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Matthew Braner
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Peter Deddeh
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Robert Longstreth
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Kenneth J. Medel
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Laura Parsky
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Cynthia Bashant
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Anthony J. Battaglia
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Daniel E. Butcher
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Gonzalo Curiel
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. William Hayes
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Jinsook Ohta
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Todd W. Robinson
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Nita Stormes
U.S. Magistrate Judge, SDCA | Hon. Bernard Skomal
JAMS | Hon. Irma E. Gonzalez (Ret.)
JAMS | Hon. Randa Trapp (Ret.)
Judicate West | Hon. Victor E. Bianchini (Ret.)
Judicate West | Hon. Linda Quinn (Ret.)

2025-2027        
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Wendy Behan
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Kevin Enright
San Diego Superior Court | Hon. Michael T. Smyth
US Bankruptcy Court S. District of CA | Hon. Christopher Latham
US Bankruptcy Court S. District of CA | Hon. J Barrett Marum
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Roger Benitez
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Karen Crawford
United States District Court, SDCA | Hon. Lupe Rodriguez
Signature Resolution | Hon. Kari Katz (Ret.)
Signature Resolution | Hon. Eddie Sturgeon (Ret.)
Judicate West | Hon. Larry Burns (Ret.)
Judicate West | Hon. Robert Dahlquist (Ret.)
Judicate West | Hon. Steven Denton (Ret.)

http://www.abtl.org/sandiego
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8030 La Mesa Blvd., Ste. 127
La Mesa, CA 91942SD

2025

Thank You
PLATINUM GOLD SILVER

Sponsors
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